DAVOS AND THE HIGHLANDS-1880-82

They crossed the Channel with little delay; Louis
stayed first at Weybridge, and then at Burford Bridge,
where he renewed his friendship with Mr. George
Meredith. By May aoth he was in Edinburgh, and there
spent most of June, though he made a week's expedi-
tion with his father to Lochearnhead, hard by the Braes
of Balquhidder. Here he made inquiries about the
Appin murder, perpetrated only forty miles away, and
was successful in finding some local traditions about
the murderer still extant.1

The flow of work at the beginning of the year was
followed by a long period of unproductiveness after he
returned to this country. He had an article in each
number of the Cornbill from April to August, but except
the second part of ''Talk and Talkers" these had been
written at Davos, After this his connection with the
magazine came to an end. During the past seven
years its readers had grown accustomed to look eagerly
every month in hope of finding an article by R. L. S.,
and all its rivals have, by comparison, ever since seemed
conventional and dull Mr, Leslie Stephen resigned the
editorship in 1883 to the late James Payn, who was no
less a friend of Stevenson and an admirer of his work,
hut the price of the magazine was reduced and its
character somewhat modified. In August the New
Arabian Nigbt$> long withheld by the advice of an ex-
perienced publisher, were issued in two volumes by
Messrs* Chatto & Windus, and reached a second edi-
tion before the end of the year.

On June a6th the family went to the manse of Stobo
in Peeblesshire for the summer.   But the weather was
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